Study Guide
ODT’s In Concert featuring The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined
Kindergarten — 5th Grade

How Is the Story Told Through Dance?

In this performance movement replaces talking and dancers use their bodies and faces to
show feelings. Music helps tell us when a scene is happy, scary, or exciting. Different
characters move in different ways so we can recognize them. Every step helps tell the
story!

Meet the Characters

e LeadRoles

Dorothy — A brave girl on a journey to find her way home.

Scarecrow - A floppy, silly character who wants a brain.

Tin Man - A stiff, mechanical character who wants a heart.

Cowardly Lion — A big, bold character who wants courage.

Glinda - The kind and graceful Good Witch.

Wicked Witch — A sharp and powerful character who causes trouble.
The Wizard — A mysterious and larger-than-life figure.

Toto — Dorothy’s loyal companion.

Munchkins, Baby Munchkin, Lollipop Kids — Playful and joyful dancers.
Flying Monkeys — Fast, sheaky, and energetic movers.

Rainbow Dancers & Butterflies — Light, colorful, and flowing movement.
Crows & Little Wicked Witches — Spooky and dramatic characters.
Tornado Dancers — Spinning, swirling dancers who create the storm.
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Ozettes & Land of Oz Dancers — Bring the magical world of Oz to life.

Dance Styles You May See

This production uses different dance styles to help tell the story:

Ballet — Graceful movements used for magical and emotional moments.

Jazz - Sharp, energetic movements that add excitement.

Contemporary — Flowing movement that shows feelings and storytelling.

Character Dance — Special movement choices that help show who each character is.

Tap Dance - Dance performed wearing shoes fitted with metal taps, characterized by
rhythmical tapping of the toes and heels.



Music & Dance

Music helps dancers decide:

How fast or slow to move

How big or small their movements should be
How the scene should feel
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Fun Fact!

There is a song called “The Jitterbug” that was written for the original Wizard of Oz
movie but was never shown in the film. The song is fun, fast, and jazzy — perfect for
exciting dance scenes! Some dance productions use movement inspired by this
song to add energy and fun.

Scenes to Watch For!

The Tornado Scene —Watch how spinning dancers create a storm.

The Munchkinland Scene - Bright, happy dances that celebrate Dorothy.

The Journey Down the Yellow Brick Road - Traveling movement that shows adventure.
The Wicked Witch Scenes — Sharp, powerful movements that feel spooky.

The Land of Oz Dances — Magical group dances that fill the stage with color.

Fun Activities & Discussion Questions

Before the Show:

1. How do you think dancers can tell a story without talking?
2. How would you dance if you were in a tornado?

After the Show:

1. Which character could you recognize just by the way they moved?
2. Which dance made you feel happy, scared, or excited?
3. How did the dancers show friendship?

Try This!

Move Like a Character:

Try moving like the Scarecrow (floppy), Tin Man (stiff), and Lion (big and bold).
Emotion Dance:

Show how you would dance if you felt brave, scared, or joyful — without using words!



