Study Guide

ODT’s In Concert featuring The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined
Grades 9-12 Edition

Interpreting Narrative Through Dance

In Concert featuring The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined transforms a well-known literary and
cinematic story into a nonverbal, movement-based narrative. Without spoken dialogue,
the production relies on choreography, musicality, spatial design, and embodiment to
communicate character arcs, thematic development, and emotional conflict.

This format invites the audience to actively engage in interpretation, recognizing that
meaning in dance is often suggested rather than stated.

Choreographic Storytelling & Artistic Choices

Movement as Language
Choreography functions as a structured language built from:

« Dynamics (force, energy, and attack)
e Tempo & Rhythm

¢ [|nitiation and flow

e Contrast and repetition

Each character’s movement vocabulary is intentionally designed to reflect internal
motivation and transformation throughout the story.

Use of Space & Ensemble

¢ Levels emphasize power, vulnerability, or hierarchy

o Pathways suggest journeys, obstacles, and progress

o Ensemble work creates environment, tension, and emotional context rather than
acting as background.

Character Analysis & Thematic Representation

Dorothy - The Search for Identity

Dorothy’s movement often reflects transition, beginning with uncertainty and gradually
gaining clarity and control. Her journey mirrors the universal coming-of-age theme of self-
discovery and autonomy.



Scarecrow - Intelligence vs. Self-Perception
Despite physical instability and asymmetry, the Scarecrow’s movement often reveals
adaptability and awareness, suggesting that intelligence is present even when confidence

is not.

Tin Man - Emotional Disconnection

His restricted, mechanical movement reflects emotional restraint. As the story progresses,
subtle softening in movement can indicate emotional awakening.

Cowardly Lion - Courage as Action

Contrasting large, powerful movement with moments of retreat highlights the tension
between fear and bravery. Courage is shown not as absence of fear, but action despite it.

Glinda - Moral Guidance

Sustained, lifted movement and clarity of line convey stability, wisdom, and moral
direction.

Wicked Witch - Control & Disruption

Sharp, grounded, and aggressive dynamics disrupt the movement environment,
representing external conflict and internal fear.

The Wizard - Illusion of Authority

Exaggerated or performative movement suggests spectacle and deception, reinforcing the
theme that authority does not always equal truth.

Dance Styles & Their Narrative Function

e Ballet
Structure, discipline, and clarity, often associated with order, magic, oridealism.
o Jazz

Rhythm, energy, and theatricality, used to heighten momentum and engagement.
e Contemporary
Emotional depth, groundness, and abstraction, effective forinternal conflict and
transformation.
e Character-Driven Movement
Movement shaped by intention rather than technique alone, prioritizing storytelling.



Music

Music functions as both emotional guide and structural framework. Repeated musical
themes reinforce narrative motifs, while shifts in tempo or instrumentation signal
transformation or conflict.

e Do youthinkthe musical choices strengthened the storytelling? Why or why not?

e Which musical moment was most effective in communicating emotion or conflict?
Explain your reasoning.

e How well did the music and movement work together to create a clear emotional
arc?

e What role does music play in shaping the emotional tone of a dance performance?

e How can repeated musical themes help reinforce a story’s main ideas or motifs?

e What does a change in tempo or instrumentation usually signal in a performance?

Historical Note
“The Jitterbug,” originally written for The Wizard of Oz film but removed before release, has

influenced later stage interpretations. Its jazz-inspired rhythm lends itself to choreographic
playfulness and heightened theatrical energy.

Critical Thinking & Discussion Questions

Pre-Performance
e How does removing spoken language change the audience’s role in understanding
a story?

e What advantages does dance offer as a storytelling medium?

Post-Performance

e Which choreographic choices most clearly communicated character development?
e How did movement quality replace dialogue in revealing internal conflict?

e Inwhatways did the ensemble contribute to narrative meaning?

e Didthereimagined format alter your interpretation of the original story?

Creative & Analytical Activities

Movement Analysis



Choose one character and:

e Identify their dominant movement qualities
e Track how those qualities evolve throughout the performance

Choreographic Challenge
Create an 8-count movement phrase that communicates:

e Transformation
e Inner conflict
e Resolution
Without facial expressions or gestures, use only full-body movement.

Reflection Prompt

How does The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined demonstrate that storytelling can exist beyond
words? What does this suggest about art as a form of communication?

Closing Perspective

This production emphasizes that dance is not merely aesthetic, it is narrative, symbolic,
and expressive. By removing dialogue, The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined challenges both
performers and audience to engage in deeper observation, interpretation, and emotional
literacy.

Every movement is intentional.
Every choice tells a story.
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