Study Guide

ODT’s In Concert featuring The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined
Grades 6-8 Edition

Reimagining a Classic Story Through Dance

In Concert featuring The Wizard of Oz... Reimagined is a dance production inspired by L.
Frank Baum’s classic story. Instead of spoken dialogue, the dancers use movement,
music, spacing, and expression to communicate plot, emotion, and character
development.

This performance challenges the audience to interpret meaning visually, using observation
and critical thinking skills to understand how dance can function as a powerful storytelling
tool.

How Dance Communicates Story

In this production, dancers rely on several key elements of dance to tell the story:

e BodylLanguage & Expression
Facial expressions, posture, and energy reveal emotions such as fear, confidence,
kindness, or determination.
¢ Movement Quality
Characters move differently depending on who they are:
o Sharpvs. smooth
o Heavyvs. light
o Fastvs. slow
e Space & Formations
o Group shapes show unity, chaos, or conflict
o Levels (high, medium, low) help create visual interest and meaning
¢ Music & Timing
Music sets mood and pace, guiding how dancers move and how scenes feel.

Characters & Symbolism

Each character represents more than just a role in the story — they symbolize personal
challenges and growth.



Principal Characters

e Dorothy
Represents courage, curiosity, and personal growth. Her movement often evolves
as her confidence increases.
e Scarecrow
Uses loose, off-balance movement to show insecurity and self-doubt, despite being
intelligent all along.
¢ Tin Man
Mechanical and restricted movement symbolizes emotional distance and longing
for connection.
e Cowardly Lion
Large, exaggerated movement contrasts with moments of hesitation, representing
inner conflict between fear and bravery.
e Glinda
Smooth, lifted, and controlled movement conveys guidance, calm, and protection.
e Wicked Witch
Sharp, aggressive, and grounded movement communicates power, tension, and

threat.
¢ The Wizard

Often portrayed as grand or exaggerated, representing illusion versus reality.
¢ Toto

Energetic and loyal movement emphasizes companionship and trust.
Ensemble Roles

¢ Munchkins, Lollipop Kids, Baby Munchkin
¢ Flying Monkeys

e Tornado Dancers

e Rainbow Dancers & Butterflies

¢ Crows & Little Wicked Witches

e Ozettes & Land of Oz Dancers

The ensemble helps create the world of Oz, often shifting roles to support mood, setting,
and transitions.

Dance Styles Used in the Performance

Different dance styles help communicate tone and meaning:

e Ballet
o Emphasizes control, balance, and elegance
o Often used for magical or emotional scenes



o Jazz
o Energetic, rhythmic, and bold
o Adds excitement and theatrical flair
e Contemporary
o Expressive and grounded
o Focuses on emotion, storytelling, and connection
e Character & Theatrical Movement
o Purposeful choices that define personality and intention
¢« Tap
o Dance performed wearing shoes fitted with metal taps, characterized by
rhythmical tapping of the toes and heels.

Music as a Storytelling Tool

Music influences:

e Tempo (speed of movement)
e Energy and dynamics
¢ Emotional response from the audience

Fun Fact

“The Jitterbug” was a song written for the original Wizard of Oz film but never appeared in
the final movie. Its upbeat, jazzy style has inspired choreographers to create lively, playful
dance sequences in stage adaptations.

Key Scenes to Observe

e The Tornado Scene
Notice how spinning, traveling movement and changing formations create chaos.
¢ Munchkinland
Bright, rhythmic movement communicates celebration and relief.
¢ The Yellow Brick Road Journey
Repeated traveling patterns suggest growth, progress, and teamwork.
e Wicked Witch Scenes
Strong contrasts in movement, lighting, and music heighten tension.
e The Land of Oz Dances
Large ensemble work builds a sense of spectacle and imagination.

Discussion & Reflection Questions

Before the Performance



¢ How might dance communicate ideas differently than spoken words?
e What challenges do you think dancers face when telling a story without dialogue?

After the Performance
¢ Which character’s movement stood out to you the most? Why?
¢ How did the dancers show emotions like fear, bravery, or friendship?

e How did group dances differ from solos or duets in storytelling?
¢« Did any scene change how you felt about a character?

Try This: Movement Exploration

Character Movement Study

Create short movements inspired by:
e Scarecrow - loose, uneven, off-balance
¢ Tin Man -rigid, controlled, restricted
e Lion-large, bold, then hesitant

Emotion Without Words

Create a short movement phrase that shows:

e Fear

e Confidence

¢ Hope
Reflect:

What movement choices helped make the emotion clear?
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